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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4009-HCM
ENV-2015-4010-CE
HEARING DATE: January 21, 2016

TIME: 10:00 AM Location: 3820 E. San Rafael Avenue
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 1
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles

Los Angeles, CA 90012 Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles

Neighborhood Council: Arroyo Seco
Legal Description: Tract: Robert Marsh & Co.’s
Mount Washington No. 1, Block BLK 3, Lot 14

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
CASA DE MI SUENO

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER/ Peter R. Luttrell

APPLICANT: 2121 Princeton Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90026

APPLICANT’S Charles J. Fisher

REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57

Los Angeles, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS

e (Casa de Mi Suefo embodies “the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.

o Casa de Mi Suefio is “identified with historic personages or with important events in the
main currents of national, State or local history” as the personal residence of baker and
business woman Sophie C. Cubbison from 1936 — 1953.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built by contractor John C. Davis in 1936 for Harry and Sophie Cubbison, Casa de Mi Suefio was
intended to feel like a historic California adobe. The design has been attributed to Sophie C.
Cubbison, who descended from the pioneer Californian Ortega family of San Diego County.
Sophie married Harry Cubbison on August 3, 1916 and both being bakers, they founded a bakery
specializing in healthy, whole wheat goods. They eventually sold the bread baking portion of the
company in 1925 and named their new company “Mrs. Cubbison's Melba Toast and Zwieback.”
A year later they changed the name to “Cubbison's Melba Toast and Cracker Co.” and produced
non-perishable toasts and crackers. Sophie Cubbison also was one of the first to incorporate soy
into her products.

In 1929 the Mayo Clinic popularized a diet for Ethel Barrymore that included Melba toast. The diet
immediately gained popularity and the Cubbison’s sales skyrocketed. Manufacturing increased
to three plants operating day and night to keep up with the demand. Sophie Cubbison would go
on to introduce Melba toast for use in Thanksgiving stuffing known as “Mrs. Cubbison’s Dressing,”
which remains a staple to the present day. Sophie revolutionized the baking industry and
appeared in all forms of media including print, radio, and on television promoting her products.
She was a savvy business woman and a great cook. By the 1950s Sophie Cubbison was a
household name and she appeared often on television demonstrating her recipes. Her husband
died in 1953, and in 1955 Sophie sold the company, but remained closely involved as a consultant
until her death in 1982. The baked goods are still produced in Los Angeles.

The Cubbisons built Casa de Mi Suefo in 1936, though they owned the lot since 1923. It is
believed that Sophie Cubbison was the principal designer of the house, inspired by the old
Mexican adobes that she had known as a child. She named the house “Casa de Mi Suefio,”
meaning “Home of my Dreams.” The execution of her design seemed so authentic that in David



CHC-2015-4009-HCM
3820 E San Rafael Avenue
Page 3 of 4

Gebhard and Robert Winter's A Compleat Guide, Architecture in Los Angeles the house is noted
as being a true adobe built in 1923, the year the land was purchased rather than the true
construction year.

Set at the crest of a hill, the two-story Spanish Colonial Revival residence has an asymmetrical
design with irregular plan. It has a transverse gabled main tiled roof, a secondary forward half
gable to the right of the front entry, a full gabled extension to the rear and a wooden Monterey-
style balcony on the rear end of the Western wing. The house is clad in hand trawled stucco with
inset wood casement windows, some covered by custom wooden grilles. There is a half gabled
garage attached to the left of the main house and an arched adobe-style wall with an inset wooden
door. The door has the address of “3820” directly above the arch and the words “Casa de Mi
Suefio.” Interior features include custom tile floors, large arched openings between rooms,
beamed ceilings, and two circular fireplaces.

Originally portions of the exterior of the house were made to look like exposed adobe brick and
had a two-tone paint job with the lower portion of the house done in a darker color in the manner
of the original adobes. Subsequent paint jobs have covered this element. A former owner made
a number of changes between 2004 and 2008 to the interior, including a kitchen remodel that lost
some of the original tile work. A later owner removed the original roof tile, part of which has been
replaced by the current owner.

DISCUSSION

Casa de Mi Suefio embodies “the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of the
Spanish Colonial Revival style. Character-defining features of the style that appear on the house
are the hand trawled stucco walls, custom wood and grill work, divided-light wood casement
windows, Spanish clay tile roofing, complex massing and plan, decorative chimney toppers,
courtyard, and wooden balcony. The house also includes elaborate tile work, rounded doorways,
exposed wooden ceilings with wood beams, and hardwood floors.

Casa de Mi Sueno also meets a second criterion for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument.
The property is “identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents
of national, State or local history” as the personal residence from 1936 — 1953 of baker and
business woman Sophie C. Cubbison, the head of Cubbison’s Melba Toast and Cracker Co.
Sophie Cubbison revolutionized the baking and food industry with her popular and healthy non-
perishable toasts and crackers. She was a household name and she appeared often on television
demonstrating her products. Her company and the brand she created is still in production today.
Sophie Cubbison was actively involved with the company from 1916-1953. She was living at Casa
de Mi Suefio from 1936-1953 while the company was flourishing. 1942 brought the lunch of
“Soyettes,” soy based crackers, and 1944 “Soyfee,” a soy substitute for coffee. In 1948 she struck
deals with Walter Ralphs and Charles Von der Ahe, and her products began to be widely
distributed by Ralphs and Vons grocery stores. Also in 1948 Sophie created her famous stuffing
recipe and founded Mrs. Cubbison’s Foods. Sophie Cubbison accomplished much while living at
Casa de Mi Suefio and there is a direct association between her and the house. Not only did she
live there during a productive period of her career, but she was actively involved in the design and
the planning of the house itself.
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of Casa de Mi Suefio as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-4010-CE was prepared on January 6, 2016.

BACKGROUND

On November 19, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under
consideration. On December 17, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners
Scrafano and Irvine visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from the Office of
Historic Resources.
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4009-HCM
ENV-2015-4010-CE

HEARING DATE: November 19, 2015

TIME: 10:00 AM Location: 3820 E. San Rafael Avenue
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 1
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles
Iégggngeles, CA Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Arroyo Seco
Legal Description: Tract: Robert Marsh & Co.’s
Mount Washington No. 1, Block BLK 3, Lot 14
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
CASA DE MI SUENO
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER/ Peter R. Luttrell
APPLICANT: 2121 Princeton Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90026
APPLICANT’S Charles J. Fisher
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57

Los Angeles, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

Built by contractor John C. Davis in 1936 for Harry and Sophie Cubbison, Casa de Mi Suefo
was intended to feel like a historic California adobe. The design has been attributed to Sophie
C. Cubbison, who descended from the pioneer Californian Ortega family of San Diego County.
Sophie married Harry Cubbison on August 3, 1916 and both being bakers, they founded the
Cubbison Cracker Company best known for “Mrs. Cubbison’s Dressing” that remains a staple to
the present day. In the 1950s Sophie Cubbinson was a household hame and she appeared on
television cooking and baking. Although the business was eventually sold, the baked goods are
still produced in Los Angeles.

The Cubbisons built Casa de Mi Suefi o in 1936 though they owned the lot since 1923. It is
believed that Sophie Cubbison was the principal designer of the house, inspired by the old
Mexican adobes that she had known as a child. She named the house “Casa de Mi Suefio,”
meaning “Home of my Dreams.” The execution of her design seemed so authentic that in David
Gebhard and Robert Winter's A Compleat Guide, Architecture in Los Angeles the house is
noted as being a true adobe built in 1923, the year the land was purchased rather than the true
construction year.

Set at the crest of a hill, the two-story Spanish Colonial Revival residence has an asymmetrical
design with irregular plan. It has a transverse gabled main tiled roof, a secondary forward half
gable to the right of the front entry, a full gabled extension to the rear and a wooden Monterey-
style balcony on the rear end of the Western wing. The house is clad in hand trawled stucco
with inset wood casement windows, some covered by custom wooden grilles. There is a half
gabled garage attached to the left of the main house and an arched adobe-style wall with an
inset wooden door. The door has the address of “3820” directly above the arch and the words
“Casa de Mi Suefio.” Interior features include custom tile floors, large arched openings between
rooms, beamed ceilings, and two circular fireplaces.

Originally portions of the exterior of the house were made to look like exposed adobe brick and
had a two-tone paint job with the lower portion of the house done in a darker color in the manner
of the original adobes. Subsequent paint jobs have covered this element. A former owner made
a number of changes between 2004 and 2008 to the interior, including a kitchen remodel that
lost some of the original tile work. A later owner removed the original roof tile, part of which has
been replaced by the current owner.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.









































































































































































































































































































































































































































